
 
 

April 7th, 2021 
 
 
Dear SV North Families, 
 
Sorry for the length of this email, but it explains the new masking policies during games. Last night I met with other 
club presidents and officials from our state association, PA West, to clarify the masking policy for this spring. Last 
November Pennsylvania began requiring players to wear masks while playing outdoor sports. We were told that this 
policy would be altered again before the start of the season, but that no longer appears to be the case. I want to 
stress that SV North’s number one priority is always player safety. The mask mandate for players while playing has 
significant exceptions for both safety and whenever “sustained six-foot distancing can be maintained."  While 
playing, "face coverings may be removed when outdoors” for either of these reasons.  
 
This spring PA West is treating face masks as part of the players' equipment and referees will check masks 
during the pregame check-in. Players must be wearing a mask at check-in in much the same way they are 
asked to tuck in their shirts. Once play starts, players are on their own with regard to when they put the mask 
over their face or not. They should act in a manner consistent with their safety and the PA mask mandate. 
 
It is important to remember that according to the Laws of the Game (Soccer’s official rules) that player equipment 
on the field during the game is something that is normally enforced by referees. Law 4(6) states that for offences 
related to equipment “play need not be stopped” but that at a stoppage a player can be “instructed by the referee to leave 
the field of play to correct the equipment.” However, we have been told by PA West that referees will not stop play 
or enforce the mask mandate beyond the initial check-in. SV North is not sure this policy will be maintained 
throughout the season. Because masks on the field during play are being treated as player equipment, SV North 
is instructing our coaches (and spectators) to strictly follow all guidance or instruction given by the referees, 
but not to attempt enforce the mask mandate on their own during play. Let the referees manage player safety 
during the game. 
What does this mean for parents and players: 

1. Players will need to have a mask and wear it during the pre-game check in. They are then free to pull it up or 
down during play whenever wearing a mask causes a safety issue or they are not in close contact with other 
players. 

2. Coaches and Parents will follow all referee instructions related to masks, but will not attempt to yell at 
referees or players during play about masks or anything else. Referees, and referees alone, make 
judgement calls about player safety during play. Any attempt to interfere with the referees’ management of 
a free flowing contact sport like soccer is counterproductive to player safety and will not be tolerated. 

3. Coaches are responsible for practice sessions and determining when it is safe for players to remove or lower 
masks while engaged in activity. 

4. Face shields and neck gators are fine for the sidelines, but pose a safety risk during play, so players will 
need a paper or cloth mask to wear out onto the field. 

5. Our club will maintain all of its other mask mandate policies. Coaches and club officials remain 
responsible for the sidelines and venue. All spectators, coaches and players will be expected, without 
exception, to be wearing masks at the venue, just as we did last fall. 

I am sorry that this is so convoluted, but PA West is insisting that masks must be worn as part of the equipment 
but that their referees will not enforce how they are worn during play beyond the initial pre-game check in. If you 
have any questions or concerns feel free to reach out to me at aleprete2@hotmail.com or 412-559-4371. I am 
happy to discuss any concerns and issues. Please know that your board members and coaches are doing 
everything they possibly can to keep the kids playing in a safe and supportive environment. I have attached our 
updated Parent Information sheet to this email. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Aleprete 
President, SV North Soccer Association   
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